1008 Worthington Ridge 
1905 


Walter Gwatkin (1857-1921) ran Gwatkin's Meat 
Market, farmer; & Jennie Norton (1952-1942) 
Colonial revival 


Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 
Correction: 1008 Worthington Ridge 
Walter Gwatkin House, 1006 Worthington Ridge, c. 1861 — Architecturally 
significant as an unusually elaborate example of the eclectic Colonial Revival 
style that borrows from many styles including Dutch Colonial, Georgian and 
Victorian. The porch was an addition in the early 1900s. Gwatkin was a 
prosperous butcher, farmer and landowner. His land extended for twenty-five 
acres to what is now West View Terrace. 
Historic Buildings of Connecticut 
Walter Gwatskin (1856-1921) was a prosperous butcher, farmer and 
landowner. Catharine M. North, in her History of Berlin (1915), makes 
note of the house that existed before the current one: /n 1817 Horace 
Steele, Elishama Brandegee’s next door neighbor on the south, was 
engaged in the business of bookbinding. Afterwards he made bandboxes, 
which he carried to Hartford to sell to the milliners. Mr. Steele’s children 
were Eliza (mother of the Rev. Andrew T. Pratt, missionary in Turkey), i im . mere Se 
Caroline (Mrs. Joseph Booth), Mary, Jane, Lucy Ann (Mrs. Lorenzo Lamb), " fs 
and William. Their home, a large colonial house set well back from the 
street, was, in its day, socially a center of attraction, filled as it was with bright, merry young people. The 
old house was torn down by William Steele and the house which he built on its site is now owned by 
Walter Gwatkin. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 217 
1905 Walter Gwatkin current owner: Stephen & Susan Buckley 
Walter Gwatkin was a large landowner and farmer. He built this house probably a few 
years after buying the property in 1890. 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
1800 current owner: Steven & Linda Kennedy 
Genealogy 


Sketch 


Walter lived at 1006 - 8 Worthington Ridge, Berlin circa 1905. He was a large landowner. Bought 


property in 1890. He ran Gwatkin's, W. - 
Meat Market. He sold beef, mutton, 
pork, sausage, ham, and vegetables in 
season. Market was open every evening. 
Ran a cart through Berlin and East Berlin 
everyday (1892). He was a prosperous 
butcher, farmer and large landowner. 
Cemetery records show birth 1856 Berlin 
Agricultural Fair Bulletins - 1891/92 Beers 
- p.532 North - p.209 Berlin Land Records 
- 42:255 (1840) Directory, 1914 Walter 
Gwatkin (1857-1921) son of Henry 
Gwatkin & Mary Glover. In 1879 he 


married Jennie Norton (1952-1942) daughter of Henry and Mary Norton. They had a child: Leland. They 


are buried in Maple Cemetery. 


HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY : OR OFFICE ae ; 
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES FoR of riceuseon 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT : ; or 
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#217 | ‘ DOs Done | Doacwot LJ Potentict 


~ | 1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 


IDENTIFICATION 


DESCRIPTION 


Walter Gwatkin House 


TOWN CITY VILLAGE COUNTY 
Berlin Hartford 


NO NUMBER cand. or locatian) 

1006-8 Worthington Ridge 16-1/112/14 
By CERES Stephen G. & 008 Worthington Riage 

Buckley, Susan F. Berlin 06037 Public [X] private 

USE (Preseni) (itistorte) 

Residence Residence 
"ACCESSIBILITY! EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIGLE ‘ v XPLAIN 

TO PUBLIC: Yes (Jno O Yes Kno 

LE OF BUILDING DATE OF ON RU 1ON 

Colonial Revival ce. 1905 

B. MATERIAL(S (indicate use of location when appropriate) 
Oth 

{ Jictesbsuee 0 Asbestos Siding CL) prick (Specity) 


tx) Wood Shingle O Asphalt Siding O Fieldstone 
DO Boord & Batten O Stucco O Cobblestone 


Aluminum oO Concrete Cut stone 
Siding Type: Type: 
9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


(x) Wood frame 0 Post and beom Oo balloon 


| Lood bearing masonry ial Structural iron or steel 


i} Other (Specify) 
TO. ROOF (i ¥pe) 


(x] Goble io Flot O Monsord OO Monitor DO sawtooth 
B Gombrel O Shed O Hip oO Round Gon 


(Material) 


Roll 
oO Wood Shingle OD Aspholt (J Tin 0 Slate (x) Gable end to the street 


Other 


Gx] Asphote shingle (J suite up (_) Tite (J Specity) LL] Ridge parattel to the street 


11. NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 


2 1/2 25" ix: 42" 
ONDITION (Stet tirade thatetnnd 
f 
O Excellent es Good O Foir oO Deteriorated 0 Excellent kK} Good cs Foir Oo Deterioroted 
13 INTE ORITY (imation) WHEN? TAN erations? iF YES, EXPLAIN > 
i} 

(x) Paice (Jineved ia Yes [x] No 

L €0 Qui QUI BUILDINGS OF LAND PE FEATURES 
O Barn : ie) Shed x) Garage m Other londscape features or buildings (Specify) 


Corriage i} D 
house Shop Gorden 
1S SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 


i Nosen land feces x) Residential OD Scattered buildings visible from site 


Indus- k) i ite : 
(_)commarciol trial { } Rurol High building density 
Th INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 


One of a number of Colonial Revival houses in the Worthington Ridge 
Local Historic District. 


DATE 
Historic Resource Coneultentte [12/384 


NW B31A 


“| COMPILED BY 


17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or extertor) 


The three-bay facade has a left entry and is dominated by a one-story 
porch that wraps left and right to meet cross-gambrel projections. 

The entry has a glazed transom and retains its original door. The 
door has a single large light in the form of a rectangle with slightly 
rounded corners. Windows on all elevations are generally fitted with 
2-over-2 and have wide molded surrounds. The shingled porch apron 
has rectangular openings with turned balusters; one opening to either 
side is semi-circular with a keyblock. The flat-roofed porch is 
supported on paired Tuscan columns and shingled piers. Above the 
columns is a plain frieze with dentils and a molded cornice. The 
second floor of the facade has three widely-spaced bays; the attic 
story shows a palladian window with interlaced-arch glazing, plain 
pilasters, and a molded surround with dentils and keyblock. (continued) 


DESCRIPTION (Continued? 


1CAL OR U L 


Walter Gwatkin, a large landowner who listed his occupation as "farmer, 
built this house, probably a few years after buying the property in 
1890. Architecturally, it is significant as an unusually elaborate 
and well-preserved example of the eclectic Colonial Revival style that 
began to gain favor around 1900. Unlike the more solemn and formal 
Colonial Revival houses built after the First World War, the Gwatkin 
house shows a typically Victorian exuberance in the way it borrows 
what it can and invents what it cannot. The gambrel roof is Dutch 
Colonial, the dentils and the palladian window recall high-style 
Georgian architecture, the porch apron and semi-hexagonal bay are 
Victorian, and the marriage of the gambrel roof to a cruciform plan is 
a unique improvisation. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Berlin Land Records 42:255 (1890) 


Directory, 1914 


ICES 


Walter Gwatkin House 


17. (continued) : 


The main roof cornice is molded and has exposed purlins treated as 
mutules. Left and right elevations feature partially-recessed 

roof dormers with plain pilasters and gambrel extensions with simpler 
round-arched windows in place of the palladian fenestration. The 

left gambrel extension also has a two-story semi-hexagonal bay; to 
the rear is a modern addition. 


